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Unofficial Translation: Lao Patthana Daily 
Japanese Government is ready to Provide Assistance in the area of Mother and Child Health 
Services in Laos. 
 
The Japanese Government confirms its intention to provide more assistance for the mother and 
child health Services system in Lao PDR, such issue has been raised during the press conference in 
the official visit of the Japanese Members of Parliament to the Lao PDR during 1-3 September 2011 
in Lao Plaza Hotel, Vientiane Capital City.  The purpose of the visit is under the policy of the Japanese 
Government in providing assistance to the mother and child health Services all around the world. 
 
The official delegation of the Japanese MPs, consisting of 6 officials, headed by Ms Hiroe 
MAKIYAMA, visited the projects assisted by UNFPA in Lao PDR and the Mother and Child Health 
Services project, paid a visit to Lao Parliamentarians as well as the leaders in the Ministry of Health 
of Laos.   
 
During the visit to the concerned authorities, discussions on several mother and child health issues 
have been raised for the exchange of ideas, and finally, conclusion has been made in accordance 
with the needs of Lao PDR in terms of mother and child health Services, in response to the intention 
of Japanese Government in providing the assistance to Lao PDR based on the millennium 
development goals number 4, 5 and 6.   
 
The success in the indicated priorities aiming at the success of global health policy of the Japanese 
Government from 2011-2015, at the same time providing the better understanding on the 
importance of the mother and child health Services among the Japanese Members of Parliament as 
it is expected that they will raise the important issue in the developing countries and will be able to 
write the policy to advise the Japanese Government to increasing its assistance in this issue.   
 
In addition, as the Japanese Government has just been newly elected and many of the Members of 
Parliament are newly recruited, it is therefore of great importance for them to visit Lao PDR and see 
the reality. As a result they will be able to assist in making the strategic and effective decision in 
providing further assistance to Lao PDR, particularly in a time when the Japanese Government is 
reducing their international support as it is still facing the effects of the tsunami. 
 
 
 
 



 

Pathet Lao Daily, 5/9/11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Unofficial Translation: Pathet Lao Daily 
Japanese Member of Parliament Delegate Notes the Importance of Mother and Child Health 
Services in Laos 
 
(KPL): A Japanese Parliamentarian Delegation paid an official visit to Lao PDR between 1-3 
September 2011. During the visit, the delegates took part in the discussion with the UNFPA in Laos 
to discuss issues on the improvement of the Mother and Child Health Services, to solve the problem 
related to the Health Services system for mother and child, to promote the health care education for 
mother and for the child in community, in rural areas as well as in the district hospitals. 
 
In addition, the delegates learned about the development of mother and child health Services in Lao 
PDR together with the issues on its implementation, with the aim to encourage the Japanese 
Government to increase their development assistance to the country to upgrading of the quality of 
the health care services up to the highest level, particularly within the framework of the UN 
millennium development goals MDGs: upgrading the mother and child health Services in Lao PDR to 
the better level and reducing maternal and child mortality rates step by step. 
 
During an interview with the press, Ms Hiroe MAKIYAMA, head of the delegation, confirmed that she 
“will raise the issues of mother and child health Services in Lao PDR and in the developing countries 
for the discussion in the Japanese Parliament in order to encourage the government to note the 
importance of mother and child issues and then as a follow up to develop the assistance plan and 
policy aiming at upgrading the mother and child health Services in the developing countries to the 
better level.” 
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Unofficial Translation: Socio-Economic Newspaper 
Japan Notes More Importance of Mother and Child Health Services 
 
UNFPA Lao PDR and the Japanese Members of Parliament meet and discuss issues on the 
improvement of the mother and child health Services in Laos in order to solve the existing problems, 
promote the health care education in the community and in the hospitals and finally reduce the 
maternal and child mortality rates step by step. 
 
Ms Hiroe MAKIYAMA, head of the Japanese Member of Parliament states that: the Japanese 
Government will increase the assistance for Lao PDR in the development of mother and child health 
Services project, the implementation of the project and the solving of obstacles in Lao PDR, reducing 
the maternal and child mortality rates to the lower levels; guarantee the solving of problem in the 
emergency birth delivering cases on time as needed, promoting the family planning in order to avoid 
the unexpected pregnancy and the high risk pregnancies. These issues are attached to the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goal number 5 of Japan concerning the mother and 
child health in the developing countries, especially in Lao PDR. 
 
Besides, it is also confirmed that she will bring the issues of mother and child health in Laos and in 
other developing countries to the discussion in the Japanese Parliament House to encourage the 
Japanese Government to pay more attention in this matter and to plan the policy in gradually 
upgrading the living conditions of mother and child to the better level. 
 
The press conference on the above mentioned matters, chaired by Ms Hiroe MAKIYAMA and 
attended by other members of the delegation has been conducted on the 2nd of September 2011 in 
Lao Plaza Hotel.  
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Unofficial Translation: Vientiane Mai 
Minister of Health Welcomes the Japanese Member of Parliament Delegates 
 
Prof. Dr Eksavang VONGVICHIT, member of Central Political Committee, Minister of Health, 
welcomes 6 Japanese Member of Parliament Delegates, headed by Ms Hiroe MAKIYAMA.  
Participating in the visit is also Ms Junko YOKOTA, Japanese ambassador to Lao PDR and Ms Mieko 
YABUTA, representative of UNFPA in Lao PDR.   
 
During the visit, several issues have been raised for discussion and the exchange of ideas, 
particularly in the implementation of the project for the success in achieving the Millennium 
Development Goal by 2015, especially in the promotion of mother and child health Services.  It is 
reported by Prof. Dr Eksavang VONGVICHIT that the mortality rate of the mother and child in Laos is 
still high comparing to that of the neighboring countries; there are many challenges that need to be 
solved so that the Lao Government and the Health Sector has to pay special attention on the health 
of mother and child, for instance, the implementation of a pilot project of birth delivery free of 
charges, aiming at providing free services for the whole country; the training of midwives as well as 
skilled birth attendants; the evaluation of the public health network with the purpose of upgrading 
the service network and the quality of the services; encouraging the public health personnel to 
voluntarily work in the grass root level and the immunization campaign.   
 
Issues on the same matter have been shared by Ms Hiroe MAKIYAMA as she has stated that the 
Japanese Government shares the same view as the Lao Government by focusing on the achievement 
of the Millennium Development Goal and she has raised the practical experience that is successfully 
done by the Japanese Government that they pay special attention on the health care education for 
the Japanese people and the campaign on the participation of the social organization in the 
implementation of the health Services. 
 
It has been confirmed by Ms Hiroe MAKIYAMA that the Japanese Government will continue to 
provide assistance for Lao PDR in terms of mother and child health care promotion. On behalf of all 
Lao mothers, Prof. Dr Eksavang VONGVICHIT expressed his sincere thanks to the Government and 
Japanese people in providing assistance for the mother and child health Services in Laos and 
promising that we will make the best use of the practical experiences gained from Japanese partner 
in the real life situations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Pasaxon Newspaper, 9/9/11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Unofficial Translation: Pasaxon Newspaper 
Japanese Parliament Members Pay Attention to the importance of Maternal and Child Health 
Services in Lao PDR 
 
(KPL) During September 1 - 3, 2011 a delegation of Japanese members of parliament paid an official 
visit to Lao PDR.  During the visit the delegates participated in a discussion with UNFPA on the 
improvement of maternal and child health services and the issues of health education in relation to 
the maternal and child health concerns at the community level, particularly in remote areas and in 
health facilities at the district level. 
 
During the visit, the delegates also took the opportunity to study the situations concerning the 
development in maternal and child health care services and shortcomings in the implementation of 
health care services programs with the aim to urge the government of Japan to increase the 
assistance to support the maternal and child health care services to achieve a higher level of 
effectiveness, particularly, to achieve the UN development goals, to improve the maternal and child 
health situations and to gradually reduce the maternal and infant mortality rates. 
 
In the press conference on the visit of mission, Ms Hiroe Makiyama, head of the delegation, 
confirmed that she would bring up the issues of maternal and child health situations in Lao PDR as 
well as in other developing countries to the parliament of Japan to pay more attention to the 
importance of those issues in order for the parliament to develop strategies to provide assistance in 
a more effective manner in the future to improve the lives of mothers and children in developing 
countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


